








unacceptable and not consistent w1th the
objectives of [ICCAT.” . & & ¢

Furthermore, the panel found that
“ICCAT’s failure to meet its obJectlves is
due in large part to the lack of eompliance
by many of its contracting parties.”

In response to the panel’s fmdmgs
Rogers said he worked with new ICCAT
Chairman Fabio Hazin of Brazil and
ICCAT staffers to use the 2008 meeting

- as an opportunity to systematically review

Rich Ruais photo

the compliance record of each country,
with a focus on eastern bluefin tuna.

According to Ruais, Rogers handled'
2 :

the review meeting in such a way thatit -

wasn’t long before country representatives

were volunteering to come forward and
put their compliance failures on the
record before being singled out and likely
embarrassed publicly by Rogers.

“Chris is really to be congratulated for

“his outstanding work and persistence in

achieving what was a sea-change in the -
workings of the compliance committee,”
Ruais said. “It is something we have been
trying to achieve for many years.”

Rogers added that ICCAT has
scheduled a special meeting of the
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compliance committee in 2009 where
sanctions will be considered.

“This is a critical first step towards
a more effective compliance regime at
ICCAT,” Rogers said.

Swordfish :

The US held the line on the swordﬁsh
front in that it got the current swordfish
agreement extended for one more year.
That postpones a quota reallocation debate
that the industry here is dreading because
it has continually failed to harvest its share
due to'restrictive domestic regulations.

The last year the US ‘industry caught its
quota was 1997, according to Ruais: .

“We’re vulnerable to losing share,” he
said.

ICCAT agreed to wait until 2010 to
renegotiate the swordfish agreement so
that it can work with an updated stock
assessment, which is due out in 2009.

“Thus, we have our full swordfish
quota share for 2009 and our underages
will be transferred in similar fashion as
was done in 2006,” Ruais said.

The ICCAT swordfish panel
also approved a US-supported
recommendation to require the release
of any live bigeye thresher sharks taken
by longliners. US fishermen are already
required to release the sharks. [l
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observer coverage in all groundfish -

closed areas so the council could see -

some analysis of that.”

The council postponed its de01s1on
on the framework until the following
morning, when it addressed the issue
during the council’s debate over 2009
workload priorities (see story page 9A).

That next morning, the council cast a
more generic vote “to include criteria for
midwater trawler access to groundfish
closed areas in the list of 2009 herring
management actions.”

One clarification

To be clear, the 1% haddock cap for
closed areas is separate from the overall
haddock bycatch limit set for the herring

ﬁshery through Framework Adjustment 43
to the groundfish plan.

Framework 43 put midwater
trawlers and herring purse seiners into
the “exempted fishery” category and
eliminated their previous “exempted

. gear” status, which applies only to gear
“incapable” of catching groundfish.

* Under exempted fishery status, the
herring fleet is now allowed to possess a
small bycatch of regulated species without
being in violation of the law.

For haddock, the annual, fleet-wide
bycatch limit is “0.2 percent of the
combined target total allowable catch for

_ Gulf of Maine haddock and Georges Bank

haddock (US landings only).”
Janice M. Plante





