
$1,000 Reward 
OFFERED FOR 

ARCHIVAL TAGS FROM ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are archival tags?  Archival tags are electronic data-logging devices that provide location estimates by measuring light 
intensity through a light sensor.  They also provide data on swimming depth, water temperature, and body temperature of the 
fish.  This information is collected on a daily basis and stored in the tag for several years. 
 
How do you determine that a bluefin tuna has an archival tag?  Archival tags are implanted in the body cavity of the tuna 
and only the light sensor protrudes out of the body.  However, these specially equipped bluefin tuna also carry unique 
external conventional streamer tags, with two-tone coloration, to help fisherman recognize these fish and return the archival 
tags.  The external tags are placed about an inch off the dorsal midline on each side of the fish.  On the white portion of the 
streamer tag it says "electronic tag inside cavity" and on the green side it says "Big $$$ reward". 
 
PROCEDURE FOR GETTING YOUR REWARD: 
 
1.  Report all archival tagged bluefin tuna to YOUR LOCAL FISHERIES AGENCY, or in the West Atlantic call the toll free 
number 1-800-437-3936 1. In the East Atlantic/ Mediterranean call the International Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), Madrid, Spain, at 34-1-579-3352.  Additional instructions will be provided regarding where and 
how the tags should be mailed. Inquires can also be made to Dr. Eric  Prince at his email address:  eric.prince@noaa.gov 
 

2.  DO NOT DRESS THE FISH OR ATTEMPT TO REMOVE THE ARCHIVAL TAG BY PULLING ON 
THE LIGHT SENSOR.  Set the fish aside and call your local fisheries Agency.   To remove the archival tag, make a 
carefully placed 6 inch incision in the belly cavity, in front of the area where the sensor enters into the fish.  Remove the 
silver or yellow archival tag (with light sensor attached) by hand.  Wash the tag with water and keep it at room temperature.  
Streamer tags can be cut off the fish and the portion of the tag with writing or information should be kept.  In addition to 
saving both the archival and streamer tags, data on location and date of recapture, fishing gear used, length, weight of fish, 
and your name and address are also important.       
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE:  Collection of information through the tagging program provides essential information for the conservation and 
management of Atlantic highly migratory species.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock assessment and in developing international 
catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to:  NMFS, Highly Migratory Species 
(F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of tag recovery is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is 
NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or 
summary form, such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, 
nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act unless 
that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  [OMB Control # 0648-0339  Expires 03/31/08] 


